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approved capital punishment, they nevertheless en-
dorsed on principle any severe measures that might be
taken.

Zurich wrote: "We leave it to your wisdom to
decide how this man should be punished." Berne
answered that the judges in Geneva should "borrow the
spirit of wisdom and strength," so that their Church and
the other Swiss Churches should be well served, and they
should all be freed "from this plague." Still the reference
to settling the matter by violence was weakened by the
exhortation: "We trust that you will decide to act in
such a way as to do nothing which might seem unbecom-
ing to Christian municipal authorities." Not one of
those whose counsel Calvin sought, ventured openly to
urge the passing of a death sentence. Nevertheless, since
the Churches had approved the legal proceedings against
Servetus, Calvin felt they would also approve the
inevitable sequel; for, by their studied ambiguity, they
left him a free hand. Whenever Calvin's hand was free,
it struck hard and resolutely. Vainly now did those who
secretly desired to help Servetus, endeavour at the last
hour, when the opinions of the synods had been sent in,
to try to avert the doom. Perrin and other republicans
proposed an appeal to the Council of Two Hundred, the
supreme authority. But it was too late; even Calvin's
opponents felt it would be perilous to resist. On October
26th, by a majority vote of the Small Council sitting as
High Court of Criminal Justice, Servetus was sentenced
to be burned alive, this cruel verdict to take effect next
day on the plateau of Champel.

Week after week, Servetus, shut away from the outer
world, had indulged in extravagant hopes. He was a
highly imaginative man; he had been yet more dis-
ordered by the whisperings of his alleged friends, and he
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